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25-Day Advent
Bible Reading Plan

■■■ ✦ ■■■

December 1–25 · Following the four traditional Advent themes of

Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love — culminating on Christmas Day

with the Word made flesh, dwelling among us.

25 Days · December 1–25 · 8–10 min/day · All levels · NIV

✦ Hope · Peace · Joy · Love · Christ ✦

Advent is the Church's act of deliberate, counter-cultural waiting. In a season that the

surrounding culture fills with frantic consumption and premature celebration, Advent says: not

yet. We are still in the dark. We are still watching. The One we wait for has not yet arrived —

and the waiting is not wasted time. It is the time in which longing is deepened, hope is

sharpened, and the soul is prepared to receive what it could not receive if it had never waited.

This 25-day plan follows the four traditional Advent themes — Hope (Days 1–6), Peace (Days

7–12), Joy (Days 13–18), and Love (Days 19–24) — culminating on Christmas Day with the

great event toward which all four weeks have been pointing: the Word made flesh, dwelling

among us. Each section opens with its Advent candle. Each day carries a short Advent

Response to help you practise the season's theme in ordinary life.

Come with your expectations open. Come in the posture of Advent: watching, waiting,

welcoming.



Week One · Purple Candle · Days 1–6 · Dec 1–6

The Candle of Hope
The first candle of Advent is purple — the colour of royalty and of penitence. It burns for

Hope: not the hope of optimism, which is grounded in positive circumstances, but the hope of

Scripture, which is grounded in the character of God. This week traces the hope of the whole

Old Testament — the longing of every prophet, every exile, every faithful sufferer who

believed that what God had promised, He would one day keep.

December 1 · Hope · The Promise Planted

A Shoot from the Stump — Hope in Ruins
Isaiah 11:1–3 · Romans 15:12–13

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 11:1–2 · Romans 15:13

"A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of

the Lord will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of

might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord." · "May the God of hope fill you with all joy

and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Isaiah 11 is spoken into catastrophe. The dynasty of David — the royal line of Jesse — has been reduced

to a stump. The Assyrian army has devastated the northern kingdom. Exile looms for the south. The tree

of God's covenant promises appears to have been felled. And into that devastation Isaiah speaks the most

audacious word in the prophet's vocabulary: there will be a shoot. From the stump. Life from what

appeared to be total loss.

This is the grammar of Advent hope. Hope is not the expectation of good outcomes in favourable

conditions. Anyone can hope when things are going well. Biblical hope is the expectation of God's faithful

action in the very conditions that seem to make it impossible — from stumps, from ruins, from exile, from

the inky darkness of a world that has forgotten what light looks like.

Romans 15:13 completes the picture: "the God of hope." Not merely the God who gives hope, but the One

whose very identity is hope. When you light the first Advent candle, you are saying: I believe in a God who

grows shoots from stumps. Whatever in your life looks like a stump this December — whatever appears to

have been felled — the God of Isaiah 11 specialises in exactly this. The Branch is coming.



ADVENT RESPONSE · HOPE

Identify one area of your life that looks like a stump right now — something that appears to have died

or been cut down. Write it down. Then write beside it: "A shoot will come up." Carry that word

through today as your act of Advent hope.

PRAYER

"God of hope, I light the first candle. I name the stumps in my own life and in the world. I declare with

Isaiah that from stumps You grow shoots. Fill me with all joy and peace as I trust You — so that I

overflow with hope by the power of Your Spirit. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What does Advent hope mean for you this year specifically — not in general, but in relation to

your particular circumstances? What are you hoping for, and is your hope grounded in God's character or in

positive circumstances?

December 2 · Hope · The Long Wait

Waiting for the Lord — Hope That Does Not Shame
Romans 5:3–5 · Psalm 130 · Lamentations 3:24–26

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Psalm 130:5–7 · Lamentations 3:24–26

"I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. I wait for the Lord more

than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. Israel, put your

hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love and with him is full redemption." · "I say to

myself, 'The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.' The Lord is good to those whose hope

is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Psalm 130 is sung from the depths — de profundis in the Latin. The Psalmist is in some darkness so

profound that he can only cry upward. And yet the dominant note of the psalm, once the cry has been

made, is not despair but a very particular kind of active waiting — the waiting of a watchman. The image is

specific: a sentry on a city wall, through the last dark hours before dawn. Not sleeping, not pacing

frantically, not shouting at the darkness. Watching. With full certainty that the morning is coming.

Lamentations 3 — written in the smouldering ruins of Jerusalem — declares: "The Lord is my portion;

therefore I will wait for him." In the context of total devastation, the writer chooses God Himself as the

sufficient inheritance. Not restoration yet, not answered prayer yet — God Himself, in the waiting, is



enough. This is the deepest form of Advent hope: the declaration that the One we wait for is already, in His

very nature, more than sufficient for whatever the waiting costs.

Romans 5:5 adds the guarantee: "hope does not put us to shame." To be put to shame is to be exposed

as having bet on the wrong thing. Paul says that will not happen. The hope rooted in God's love, poured

into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, is not a gamble. It is the most reliable investment in the universe. You

are not a fool for hoping in December's darkness. You are a watchman. And the morning comes.

ADVENT RESPONSE · HOPE

This week, rise five minutes earlier than usual. Sit in the dark before dawn. Watch for the light to

come. Let the physical experience of darkness yielding to morning be your daily Advent parable: this

is what we are waiting for.

PRAYER

"Lord, I wait — my whole being waits. More than watchmen wait for the morning, I wait for You. You are

my portion. In the darkness of this December, You are sufficient. Hope does not put me to shame, because

Your love has been poured into my heart. I will wait quietly. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What does waiting well look like — as opposed to waiting anxiously or waiting with

resentment? What is the difference between the watchman's waiting and despair?

December 3 · Hope · The Prophetic Vision

The Great Light — Isaiah's Vision of What Is Coming
Isaiah 9:2–7 · Matthew 4:16

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

"The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep

darkness a light has dawned… For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government

will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting

Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Isaiah 9:2 is the verse that defines Advent in a single sentence. The people are walking in darkness —

present tense, ongoing, the state of affairs. And then the past tense breaks in like a shaft through clouds:

"a light has dawned." Before the child is born, before Bethlehem, Isaiah sees it as done — such is the



certainty of prophetic vision when God has spoken. The light is as good as arrived.

The fourfold name of Isaiah 9:6 is the most exalted description of the coming child in all the Old Testament

— and each title is a world unto itself. Wonderful Counsellor: wisdom that transcends all human advice.

Mighty God: not merely a great leader but God Himself in human form — the most audacious claim in

ancient Jewish literature. Everlasting Father: the eternal, nurturing, protecting love of the Father

expressed in the Son. Prince of Peace: a peace whose greatness will never end.

Matthew 4:16 places this prophecy at the beginning of Jesus's public ministry — standing at the edge of

Galilee, the region of darkness, He is identified as the fulfilment of Isaiah's light. Advent is the season of

watching for that light. As December deepens, we are invited to feel the darkness — really feel it, not skip

to December 25 — so that the arrival of the light carries the full weight of what it means to have waited for

it.

ADVENT RESPONSE · HOPE

Read Isaiah 9:6 aloud, slowly, and let each name land: Wonderful Counsellor. Mighty God.

Everlasting Father. Prince of Peace. Which name does your soul most need to hear today? Carry

that name through December 3 as your act of hope.

PRAYER

"Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace — I speak Your names into the

darkness of this day. The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. I am one of those people. I

have seen the light. Increase Your government and peace in my life. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: Which of the four names in Isaiah 9:6 speaks most to where you are this Advent season —

and why?



December 4 · Hope · The Unexpected Messenger

A Voice in the Wilderness — Preparing the Way
Isaiah 40:1–5 · Luke 3:4–6 · Malachi 3:1

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 40:1–5

"Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that

her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the

Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice of one calling: 'In the wilderness prepare the way for the

Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every

mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And

the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the Lord

has spoken.'"

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Isaiah 40 opens with one of the most tender words in the Hebrew Bible: na■amû na■amû — "Comfort,

comfort." The doubling is the emphasis. After thirty-nine chapters of warning and judgment, God turns to

His people with the word of tender consolation. The hard service is over. The sin has been paid for. Now

comes the announcement of arrival.

The voice in the wilderness calls for road-building: valleys raised, mountains lowered, rough ground

levelled, rugged places made plain. In the ancient Near East, a royal visit required exactly this — the

infrastructure prepared to receive the king's passage. John the Baptist will fulfil this role at the Jordan

River, clearing the way not with earthmoving equipment but with the preaching of repentance. The

highway for our God is built in human hearts.

Advent asks you: what in your heart needs to be prepared this season? What mountains need to come

down, what valleys need to be raised, what rough ground needs clearing — so that when He comes, the

way is open? The preparation of Advent is not merely liturgical. It is interior. The glory of the Lord will be

revealed — but it reveals itself most fully in the soul that has made room for it.

ADVENT RESPONSE · HOPE

Take five minutes today in honest inventory: what is the specific mountain in your heart — pride,

bitterness, distraction, control — that needs to come down before Christmas? Name it to God today

as your act of Advent preparation.



PRAYER

"Lord, I prepare the way in my own heart today. I name the mountain that needs to come down: [name

it]. I name the valley that needs to be raised: [name it]. Make the rough places plain. I want You to find

clear passage when You come. Comfort me with the word that the hard service is over. Come, Lord Jesus.

Amen."

Journal prompt: What specific interior work does this Advent season require of you? What needs to be

prepared in your heart before Christmas?

December 5 · Hope · The Faithful Remnant

Mary's Magnificat — Hope's Most Beautiful Song
Luke 1:46–55

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Luke 1:46–55

"My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has been mindful of the

humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One

has done great things for me — holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from

generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who

are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up

the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has

helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, just

as he promised our ancestors."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

The Magnificat is the most revolutionary song in the New Testament — and it is sung by a teenage girl in a

hill town in Galilee, carrying a child that no one in power yet knows about. Mary is not singing about private

spiritual blessing. She is singing about the reordering of the whole world: rulers toppled, humble lifted,

hungry filled, rich sent empty. She sings it in the past tense — as if it is already done, because in the

purposes of God, it already is.

The Magnificat is Mary's Advent song — the song of the person who has received the promise and whose

whole being responds with joy even before the fulfilment is visible to anyone else. She has not yet given

birth. The world has not yet seen the child. And she sings with the full-throated certainty of the woman who

has been told by an angel: nothing is impossible with God. This is Advent hope in its purest form: rejoicing

in what God has promised before the eye can see it.



Notice whose side God is on in the Magnificat: the humble, the hungry, the servant Israel. Not the

powerful, not the well-resourced, not the celebrated. God looks at a young woman in an unremarkable

town and says: this is where I am working. This is who I am working through. Advent invites us to look for

God in the places and people the world overlooks — because that is consistently where He is found.

ADVENT RESPONSE · HOPE

Read the Magnificat aloud today as your own prayer — speaking it in the first person: "My soul

glorifies the Lord." Let Mary's song become yours. Notice what it feels like to sing of God's reversals

with the confidence of someone who has already received the promise.

PRAYER

"My soul glorifies You, Lord. My spirit rejoices in You, my Saviour. You have been mindful of me in my

humble state. Do the great things You have promised. Scatter the proud. Lift the humble. Fill the hungry.

Remember Your mercy. I am one of those waiting to be filled. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What aspect of the Magnificat most surprises or challenges you? In what area of your life do

you most need to believe in God's revolutionary reversals?

December 6 · Hope · The Second Coming

Advent Is Not Only Backward — We Still Wait for His Return
Revelation 22:17–21 · 1 Thessalonians 4:16–18 · Titus 2:13

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Revelation 22:17, 20 · Titus 2:13

"The Spirit and the bride say, 'Come!' And let the one who hears say, 'Come!'… He who testifies to

these things says, 'Yes, I am coming soon.' Amen. Come, Lord Jesus." · "…while we wait for the

blessed hope — the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Advent is a season with two horizons. We look back toward Bethlehem — the first coming, the Incarnation,

the night when heaven tore through into a stable. And we look forward toward a horizon that remains open

— the second coming, the return of the same Jesus, now no longer veiled in human vulnerability but

revealed in the full glory of who He always was. Titus 2:13 describes this forward horizon as "the blessed

hope."



The last pages of Revelation are dominated by the word "Come." The Spirit says it. The Bride says it. The

one who hears says it. And then Jesus says: "Yes, I am coming soon." And the Church responds with the

most ancient prayer in Christian vocabulary: "Amen. Come, Lord Jesus." This exchange has been

repeated in every generation of believers for two thousand years. We are praying it now, in our Advent, in

our December.

Let Week One end with both horizons open. We remember Bethlehem. We anticipate the return. We live

between the two comings — in the time that the New Testament calls the "last days," the time between the

first Advent and the final one. Advent is not merely nostalgia for a beautiful story. It is active,

forward-looking hope: the blessed hope, the glorious appearing, the coming that will make everything new.

ADVENT RESPONSE · HOPE

Close your eyes and picture both Advent horizons: behind you, the star over Bethlehem. Before you,

the horizon of His return. You stand between them. Pray the oldest Advent prayer: "Come, Lord

Jesus." Let it be both memory and longing — backward and forward — in a single breath.

PRAYER

"Lord Jesus, You said 'I am coming soon.' I say: Amen. Come. I live between Your two comings —

between the manger and the return. I hold the blessed hope in both hands: what You have already done,

and what You have promised still to do. Make everything new. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: How does the forward horizon of the Second Coming change how you experience Advent?

What would it mean to hold "Come, Lord Jesus" not just as a Christmas sentiment but as your deepest, most

urgent hope?

"Six days of Hope. A shoot from a stump. A watchman at the wall. A great light in deep darkness.

A voice preparing the way. Mary's revolutionary song. And the blessed hope of His return. You

have lit the first candle. The darkness is still real — but a flame is burning. Watch on."

— End of Week One · The Candle of Hope



Week Two · Purple Candle · Days 7–12 · Dec 7–12

The Candle of Peace
The second Advent candle is also purple — but its theme is Peace: the deep, comprehensive

shalom of God that the world cannot manufacture and cannot give. This week traces peace

from Isaiah's vision of the Prince of Peace, through the angels' announcement at Bethlehem,

to the peace Jesus leaves with His disciples, to the final peace of the new creation. True

peace is not the absence of conflict; it is the presence of God.

December 7 · Peace · Its Source

The Prince of Peace — Where Shalom Comes From
Isaiah 9:6–7 · Micah 5:2–5a · Numbers 6:24–26

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 9:6–7 · Micah 5:5

"And he will be called… Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will

be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with

justice and righteousness from that time on and forever." · "And he will be our peace."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Of all the names Isaiah gives the coming child, "Prince of Peace" is perhaps the most misunderstood in

the modern world. The Hebrew word is shalom, and its scope is immeasurably larger than the absence of

conflict: wholeness, completeness, right relationships between God and humanity, between people,

between humanity and creation. Shalom is the world as God designed it — nothing missing, nothing

broken.

Micah 5:5 makes the identification even more personal: "he will be our peace." Not merely a purveyor of

peace, not a mechanism for achieving peace, but the substance of peace Himself. The peace the world

needs is not a geopolitical settlement or a psychological technique. It is a Person. When Jesus is present,

shalom is present — because He is its source, its embodiment, and its guarantee.

Numbers 6:24–26 — the Aaronic blessing — ends with the most concentrated expression of what God's

peace means: "The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace." The face of God turned toward

you — that is shalom. Not a resource God distributes but His own attentive, loving presence directed at

you. This is what Advent is preparing us to receive: the face of God turned toward us in the face of a child

in a manger.



ADVENT RESPONSE · PEACE

Speak the Aaronic blessing over someone today — a family member, a friend, someone who needs

peace. Say it aloud: "The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be

gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace." Carry peace outward as a

deliberate act.

PRAYER

"Prince of Peace, turn Your face toward me today. I don't need a strategy for peace — I need You, who

are peace. Let Your shalom fill the broken places in my life, in my relationships, in the world I inhabit. Of

Your government and peace there will be no end. Come and govern. Come and make whole. Come, Lord

Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: Where in your life is the absence of shalom most acute right now — what is broken,

incomplete, or in conflict? Bring that specific place to the Prince of Peace today.

December 8 · Peace · Its Announcement

Glory to God, Peace on Earth — The Angels Over Bethlehem
Luke 2:8–14 · Ephesians 2:14–17

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:13–14 · Ephesians 2:14

"Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,

'Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.'" · "For

he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the

dividing wall of hostility."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

The angels' announcement over the Bethlehem fields is the most dramatic press release in history — and

it was delivered to shepherds, the social outsiders of first-century Palestine, in the middle of the night.

"Peace to those on whom his favour rests." The Greek — eudokia — is God's good will, His delight. Peace

comes to those who are objects of God's good pleasure — which in Luke's Gospel turns out to be

precisely the kind of people the world least expects: shepherds, foreigners, the poor, the outcast.

Ephesians 2:14–17 unpacks what this peace accomplishes in its fullest scope. It is not merely personal,

inner tranquillity. It is the demolition of the "dividing wall of hostility" between Jew and Gentile — the

deepest ethnic and religious division of Paul's world. Jesus made "the two groups one." He is the peace



that reconciles what was irreconcilably divided. The social, racial, and ethnic fractures of the first century

are healed at the cross.

This Advent, the angels' song is addressed to a world as fractured as Paul's was. The peace of Christ is

not a platitude for Christmas cards. It is the most radical political and social claim in the ancient world: that

divided humanity finds its unity not in common culture or shared interest but in the person of Jesus Christ,

who is our peace. Let the second candle burn for that peace — costly, real, and still at work.

ADVENT RESPONSE · PEACE

Identify one relationship in your life where a "dividing wall of hostility" exists — however small or

large. Ask God today what it would look like for the peace of Christ to demolish that wall. You don't

need to resolve it today — just open the question honestly before Him.

PRAYER

"Glory to You in the highest, Lord. Peace on earth — peace in the specific broken places of my world.

You demolished the dividing wall. Demolish the walls in my relationships, my community, my world. I

receive Your peace — not as a sentiment but as the structural reality of what You have accomplished.

Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What dividing wall in your personal life or wider community most needs the peace of Christ?

What would it look like for you to be an instrument of that peace this Advent?

December 9 · Peace · Its Gift

My Peace I Give You — A Peace the World Cannot Give
John 14:27 · Isaiah 26:3 · Philippians 4:7

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

John 14:27 · Isaiah 26:3

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your

hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." · "You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are

steadfast, because they trust in you."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Jesus speaks John 14:27 on the night of His arrest. Within hours, everything the disciples have built their

lives around will appear to collapse. He gives them His peace precisely at the moment when peace seems

most impossible — because His peace does not depend on stable circumstances. It depends on His



presence. "I do not give to you as the world gives" — the world's peace is conditional, fragile, and

situational. Christ's peace is the inheritance He leaves.

Isaiah's "perfect peace" — shalom shalom, the doubled word — is kept for the one whose mind is

"steadfast" on God. The Hebrew word is s■mak — to lean on, to rest upon, to support yourself against.

Perfect peace comes not from managed circumstances but from a mind that has learned to lean its whole

weight against the character of God. This is a practiced discipline, not a spontaneous feeling.

Advent is the season for practising this. In a month full of noise and demand and expectation, the invitation

of the second candle is to be a person who carries a stillness that the surrounding culture cannot account

for — not because you are oblivious to the difficulty, but because your mind is steadfast on the One who

holds what you cannot.

ADVENT RESPONSE · PEACE

Choose one moment today — perhaps the most frantic or demanding part of your day — and

deliberately pause. One minute. Breathe. Say: "You keep me in perfect peace because my mind is

steadfast on You." Let the world's noise recede for sixty seconds and let His peace fill the space.

PRAYER

"Lord Jesus, I receive what You left: Your peace. Not as the world gives — but as the One who holds all

things gives. I steady my mind on You today, in this December with all its demands. Keep me in perfect

peace — shalom shalom — because I trust in You. Do not let my heart be troubled. Come, Lord Jesus.

Amen."

Journal prompt: What is the specific thing troubling your heart most this Advent season? Bring it to John 14:27

and let Jesus speak His peace directly into it.

December 10 · Peace · Its Cost

The Punishment That Brought Us Peace — Peace Through the Cross
Isaiah 53:5 · Colossians 1:19–20 · Romans 5:1

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 53:5 · Romans 5:1

"But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that

brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed." · "Therefore, since we have been

justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."

New International Version (NIV)



REFLECTION

Advent's peace has a price tag that the season's sentimentality tends to obscure. The child in the manger

and the man on the cross are the same person. Isaiah 53 — written seven centuries before Bethlehem —

describes the Servant who will bear what humanity cannot carry: transgressions, iniquities, the

punishment that should have fallen on the guilty. "The punishment that brought us peace was on him."

The peace of God is not cheap.

Romans 5:1 states the result in the most precise legal language: "we have peace with God through our

Lord Jesus Christ." The fundamental alienation — the broken relationship between the holy God and sinful

humanity — has been resolved. Not managed, not deferred, not worked around. Resolved. At the cross,

the hostility between God and humanity was permanently addressed.

This is why Advent's peace is not naive. It does not ignore the darkness, the brokenness, the violence of

the world. It has stared directly at all of it and said: the punishment that brings peace was placed on Him.

Whatever evil the world produces, it has already met its match in the suffering of the Son. The peace we

announce in December has been bought at the highest conceivable price — and it is therefore the most

durable thing in the universe.

ADVENT RESPONSE · PEACE

Today, hold in mind both the manger and the cross — the beginning and the end of the same story

of peace. Thank God specifically for the peace that cost everything. Let the cross give weight to the

candle you light today.

PRAYER

"Lord, I don't take Your peace cheaply. The punishment that brought me peace was on You. Every wound

You bore was the price of my shalom. I receive it with gratitude too deep for words. I have peace with

God — through You, because of You, in You. This is the peace Advent is about. Come, Lord Jesus.

Amen."

Journal prompt: How does understanding the cost of peace — the cross behind the manger — change how

you receive and carry it? What does it mean to live as someone who has "peace with God"?



December 11 · Peace · Its Practice

Peacemakers Shall Be Called Children of God
Matthew 5:9 · James 3:17–18 · Romans 12:18

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Matthew 5:9 · Romans 12:18

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God." · "If it is possible, as far as it

depends on you, live at peace with everyone."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Jesus blesses peacemakers — not peace-lovers, not peace-wishers, but those who actively make peace.

The Greek word is eir■nopoioi — ones who do the work of peace, who engage the fracture rather than

avoid it, who take the costly action of reconciliation rather than the comfortable path of distance. This is

not peace as passivity. It is peace as vocation — the calling of those who bear the family resemblance of

the Prince of Peace.

The identification is deliberate: they "will be called children of God." The family likeness is the work of

peace. To be a peacemaker is to look most like the Father. In the months and years before Bethlehem,

God was doing the most extraordinary act of peacemaking in history — sending His Son into the world to

reconcile what was irreconcilably broken. The Christmas story is God's peacemaking. And His children are

invited to carry on the work.

Romans 12:18 is honest about the limits: "if it is possible, as far as it depends on you." Not every conflict

resolves. Not every relationship can be fully restored. Some peace is blocked by the other party's refusal.

But the calling is clear: do everything on your side. Go as far as the road of peace can take you. Do not

stop short of what is possible, even when what is possible is costly or humbling or slow.

ADVENT RESPONSE · PEACE

Is there a relationship where you have stopped short of the peace that is possible — where you

could go further but haven't? Consider one concrete step you could take this week, before

Christmas, that would move toward reconciliation. Advent is a good season for it.

PRAYER

"Lord, make me a peacemaker — not just a peace-lover. Show me where, as far as it depends on me, I

can take a step toward peace this Advent. Give me the courage and the humility to go as far as the road

allows. Let me bear the family resemblance of the Prince of Peace. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."



Journal prompt: Where is God calling you to be a peacemaker this December — specifically, practically, in a

relationship or context you tend to avoid?

December 12 · Peace · Its Fulfilment

The Wolf and the Lamb — The Peace That Is Still Coming
Isaiah 11:6–9 · Revelation 21:4 · Romans 8:19–21

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 11:6, 9

"The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and

the yearling together; and a little child will lead them… They will neither harm nor destroy on all

my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the

sea."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Isaiah's vision of the wolf lying down with the lamb is the most famous image of final peace in all of

Scripture — and it is deliberately impossible from a naturalistic standpoint. Wolves don't lie down with

lambs. This is the point. The peace Isaiah describes is not the peace of managed coexistence. It is the

peace of a world so thoroughly transformed by the presence of God that the deepest instincts of the

natural order have been remade.

"A little child will lead them." This detail connects Isaiah 11:6 to 11:1–2 — the child born from Jesse's

stump, anointed with the Spirit of wisdom and might. The child who leads the peaceable kingdom is the

same child whose birth Advent anticipates. At Bethlehem, a little child enters a world of wolves and lambs,

predators and prey, violence and fear — and begins the long work of peace that will only be completed

when He returns.

Romans 8:19–21 adds the cosmic scope: the whole creation "waits in eager expectation" for the freedom

that is coming. The peace of Isaiah 11 is not only for human beings but for the whole natural order — a

renewal of creation itself, the groaning world finally delivered into the liberty of God's glory. Advent's

second candle burns for this peace too: comprehensive, cosmic, final.

ADVENT RESPONSE · PEACE

Go outside today — even briefly — and notice the natural world. A tree, the sky, a bird. Pray for the

creation's peace: "Lord, bring the peaceable kingdom. Let Your knowledge cover the earth as waters

cover the sea." Let the world outside your window become your Advent prayer for final shalom.



PRAYER

"Lord, I long for the peaceable kingdom — the wolf and the lamb, the child leading them, the earth full of

Your knowledge. Come and complete what Bethlehem began. The world groans for this peace. I groan for

it too. Let the little child of Advent bring the kingdom that changes everything. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: How does the vision of final, cosmic peace change how you hold the present brokenness of

the world? Does the promise of the peaceable kingdom make it easier or harder to endure the present state of

things?

"Six days of Peace. Its source in the Prince who is shalom. Its announcement over night-fields by

a heavenly host. Its personal gift from Jesus to His frightened disciples. Its costly purchase at the

cross. Its practice in the hard work of peacemaking. Its final form in the peaceable kingdom

where wolf and lamb lie down together. Two candles burn. The darkness is receding."

— End of Week Two · The Candle of Peace

Week Three · Rose Candle · Gaudete Sunday · Days 13–18 · Dec 13–18

The Candle of Joy
The third Advent candle is rose — a lightening of the purple, a breath of colour in the

penitential season. It marks Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin gaudete: Rejoice! Joy breaks

into Advent here like light through a crack. This is not the shallow joy of pleasant

circumstances but the deep, indestructible joy of people who know how the story ends.



December 13 · Joy · Its Source

Rejoice in the Lord Always — Joy's Unshakeable Root
Philippians 4:4 · Habakkuk 3:17–18 · Nehemiah 8:10

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Philippians 4:4 · Habakkuk 3:17–18

"Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!" · "Though the fig tree does not bud and

there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though

there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful

in God my Saviour."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Paul writes "Rejoice in the Lord always" from prison. He will say it again — because the person in prison

needs to hear it twice, and so do we. The command to rejoice is addressed to people in difficult

circumstances, not only to people in pleasant ones. This is the genius of "in the Lord" — the joy is not

rooted in circumstances but in a relationship. As long as the Lord is who He is — faithful, present, good,

sovereign — there is always a reason to rejoice.

Habakkuk 3:17–18 is the most exhaustive "though" statement in all of Scripture. Every source of economic

and agricultural security is stripped away one by one: no figs, no grapes, no olives, no food, no sheep, no

cattle. And then: "yet I will rejoice." The "yet" is the hinge on which Advent joy turns. Not "I feel joyful

because things are going well" but "I choose joy because of who God is, not what He is currently giving

me."

Nehemiah 8:10 — "the joy of the Lord is your strength" — identifies joy as a structural resource, not a

luxury. When people are weak, when the waiting is long, when December feels heavy, joy is not optional

sentiment. It is the fuel that keeps the candles burning. The joy of the Lord — His joy over you, received

and reflected back — is what sustains the Advent journey.

ADVENT RESPONSE · JOY

Gaudete — Rejoice! Today, name three specific things about God's character — not His gifts but

who He is — that give you reason to rejoice regardless of circumstances. Write them down. Let your

joy have a theological address, not just an emotional one.



PRAYER

"Lord, I rejoice in You — not in my circumstances, but in You. Though [name a current difficulty], yet I

will rejoice. The joy of the Lord is my strength today. Let the rose candle of Advent remind me that joy

breaks through the purple of waiting and difficulty. Gaudete! Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What is your "though the fig tree does not bud" right now — the specific absence that makes

joy feel difficult? Write your own Habakkuk 3:17–18, ending with "yet I will rejoice in the Lord."

December 14 · Joy · Its Announcement

Good News of Great Joy — The Angel to the Shepherds
Luke 2:10–11 · Isaiah 52:7–9 · Zephaniah 3:17

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:10–11 · Zephaniah 3:17

"But the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all

the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the

Lord.'" · "The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight

in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

"Good news of great joy for all the people" — the angel's announcement is maximally inclusive. Not good

news for the theologically sophisticated, not joy for those who were ready and expecting, not a private

spiritual experience for a select few. For all the people. The shepherds — unwashed, outdoors, socially

marginal — are the first recipients of the news that changes the world. This is Advent's most persistent

editorial note: the good news keeps arriving at the wrong addresses, among the wrong people.

Zephaniah 3:17 contains one of the most startling images in all prophecy: God rejoicing over His people

with singing. The God who created the universe, before whom the seraphim hide their faces — this God

takes such delight in His people that He breaks into song over them. This is not the detached satisfaction

of a craftsman. This is the joy of a parent over a child, the joy of a groom over a bride. God Himself is

rejoicing — over you, over the reunion of Creator and creation that the Incarnation makes possible.

The joy of Christmas is participatory. You do not merely observe a joyful event from the outside. You are

the reason for it. The child in the manger came for you — specifically, personally, with your name already

known before time began. The joy is "for all the people" — and you are among all the people. Receive it

today, not as a general sentiment but as a personal announcement: I bring you good news that will cause

great joy. For you.



ADVENT RESPONSE · JOY

Share the joy today — intentionally, specifically. Tell one person something that has given you

genuine cause to rejoice this Advent. Joy that stays private shrinks. Joy that is shared multiplies. Be

the angel to someone's ordinary Tuesday.

PRAYER

"Lord, I receive the angel's announcement as addressed to me: good news, great joy, for all the people —

including me. You rejoice over me with singing. I can barely take that in. But I receive it. Let that joy be

the note I carry through this day and this December. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What does it mean to you that God "rejoices over you with singing"? How does that image

change how you experience your relationship with Him?

December 15 · Joy · Through Suffering

Weeping Lasts for a Night — Joy Comes in the Morning
Psalm 30:5, 11–12 · John 16:20–22 · Romans 15:13

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Psalm 30:5, 11–12 · John 16:20

"Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning… You turned my wailing into

dancing; you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, that my heart may sing your praises

and not be silent." · "Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You

will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

For some people, December is the hardest month of the year. Grief is sharpened by the season's

expectation of happiness. Loss is more acute when everyone around you is celebrating. Christmas can be

a very long night for the person who is mourning. Psalm 30 and John 16 speak directly into that night:

weeping is real, grief is acknowledged, sorrow has its proper place. But neither Psalm nor Gospel leave

the person there. The trajectory is always toward the morning.

"Weeping may stay for the night" — note the word "may." Even the night of grief has a kind of permission

structure: it is allowed, it is valid, it does not need to be rushed or silenced. But it is not the final word.

"Rejoicing comes in the morning" — not might come, but comes. The morning is certain. The joy is certain.

The question is only how long the night will last.



Jesus prepares His disciples for the grief of the cross with this promise: "your grief will turn to joy." Not "will

be replaced by joy" — as if the grief disappears — but "will turn." The same event that produces grief will,

in its transformation, produce joy. The joy that follows suffering is not naive. It is the most robust joy

available to a human being.

ADVENT RESPONSE · JOY

If this December carries grief for you, let today's reading give you permission to grieve honestly —

and also permission to believe that the morning comes. Hold both: the reality of the night and the

certainty of the morning. Write one sentence of lament and one sentence of trust. Let them sit beside

each other.

PRAYER

"Lord, I name the weeping in my life this December: [name it honestly]. I do not rush past it. But I hold

beside it the certain promise: the morning comes. Rejoicing comes in the morning. Turn my wailing into

dancing — in Your time, in Your way. I trust the trajectory even when I'm still in the night. Come, Lord

Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What grief does this December carry for you — or for someone you love? How does the

promise "your grief will turn to joy" speak to that specific grief?

December 16 · Joy · For the World

Joy to the World — The Scope of Advent's Good News
Psalm 98 · Luke 2:10 · Isaiah 49:13

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Psalm 98:1–4 · Isaiah 49:13

"Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things; his right hand and his holy arm

have worked salvation for him. The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his

righteousness to the nations… Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with

music." · "Shout for joy, you heavens; rejoice, you earth; burst into song, you mountains! For the

Lord comforts his people and will have compassion on his afflicted ones."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Psalm 98 is the great Advent psalm of cosmic joy — the joy that extends to nations, to the earth, to

mountains, to rivers, to seas, to everything with voice or motion. This is not private spiritual experience; it



is the whole of creation responding to what God has done. "Joy to the world" — Isaac Watts was

paraphrasing Psalm 98 when he wrote those words. The world, the heavens, the earth, the rocks, the

floods, the fields — all joining the anthem of the God who has done marvellous things.

The scope is important. The good news that causes great joy is "for all the people" — the angel said so at

Bethlehem. The rescue God is accomplishing is for every nation, every tongue, every unreached corner of

the earth. Advent is not a private Christian festival. It is the announcement of a public reality: the King has

come, and His kingdom extends to the ends of the earth.

Let the rose candle burn for the world today. Not just your world — the world. The billions of people who

have not yet heard the good news that causes great joy. Advent's joy is missional: it is given to be shared,

announced, carried to the ends of the earth. If you have it, you are responsible for passing it on.

ADVENT RESPONSE · JOY

Pray today for someone or somewhere in the world that has not yet heard the good news of great joy

— a people group, a nation, a neighbour. Let your Advent joy become intercessory: "Lord, let this joy

reach [name them]."

PRAYER

"Lord, joy to the world — the whole world. The good news is for all the people, every nation, every

tongue. Let the earth rejoice, let the mountains sing, let the rivers clap their hands. And let me carry this

joy outward — beyond myself, beyond my comfort zone, to the ends of the earth You are claiming. Come,

Lord Jesus — for everyone. Amen."

Journal prompt: Who in your world — near or far — most needs to receive the good news that causes great

joy this Christmas? What is one concrete thing you could do to carry it to them?

December 17 · Joy · Complete

That Your Joy May Be Complete — Jesus's Own Desire for You
John 15:11 · John 17:13 · 1 John 1:4

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

John 15:11 · John 17:13

"I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete." · "I am

coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full

measure of my joy within them."

New International Version (NIV)



REFLECTION

Jesus speaks of "my joy" — a joy that is His own, that belongs to the Son of God, that flows from His

eternal communion with the Father. And then He makes the most generous offer imaginable: He wants

that joy to be in you. Not a diluted version of it, not a derivative of it, but "the full measure" of the same joy

that has characterised the inner life of the Son of God from before time began. This is the joy of Advent.

"That your joy may be complete" — the word is pl■ro■, to be filled to capacity, made full. The same word

used for the filling of the Spirit. Jesus desires not partial, occasional, circumstantially dependent joy for His

people, but complete, full, overflowing joy — the kind that has no gaps, that can sustain a person through

suffering and darkness and all of it. This is the joy the rose candle symbolises.

This joy is available right now — not on Christmas morning when the circumstances are more festive, not

when all your prayers have been answered. Right now. The conditions for complete joy are not resolved

circumstances; they are abiding in Christ, remaining in His love, receiving His word. This is the joy that

December 17 can carry just as fully as December 25.

ADVENT RESPONSE · JOY

Ask yourself honestly: is there a reason you are holding joy at arm's length this Advent — a belief

that you don't deserve it, that it would be irresponsible to feel it? Name that resistance. Then receive

what Jesus specifically says He wants for you: the full measure of His joy. Within you.

PRAYER

"Lord Jesus, You want the full measure of Your joy within me. Not a trickle — full measure. Complete. I

receive it today — not because I feel I deserve it, but because You say You want it for me. Let Your joy be

in me. Let it be complete. Come, Lord Jesus — and bring Your joy with You. Amen."

Journal prompt: What is blocking the full measure of Christ's joy from filling you this Advent? Name it honestly

— then bring that blockage to the One who specifically desires your complete joy.



December 18 · Joy · Eternal

Everlasting Joy — The Joy That Will Never End
Isaiah 51:11 · Revelation 19:6–7 · Psalm 16:11

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 51:11 · Psalm 16:11

"Those the Lord has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will

crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away." ·

"You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal

pleasures at your right hand."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

"Everlasting joy will crown their heads." This is the ultimate destination of all Advent's waiting, all the

candles' burning, all the hope and peace and joy the season has named: everlasting joy. Not joy that fades

with the season, not joy that requires maintenance, not joy that can be stolen by death or loss or the

turning of the year. Joy that is permanent, that crowns the head like a diadem that cannot be removed,

that is the atmosphere of the final state of the redeemed.

Psalm 16:11 gives the source of that everlasting joy: "joy in your presence, eternal pleasures at your right

hand." The ultimate heaven is not a place of abstract bliss but the presence of God — and in His presence

is fullness of joy. C. S. Lewis argued that all human joy, every moment of genuine delight in beauty or love

or goodness, is a foretaste of this — an arrow pointing toward the Source from which all joy comes.

Let the rose candle burn for that eternity. The season is nearly over — Christmas approaches. But the joy

that Christmas points to is not seasonal. It does not end on December 26. It is running in the direction of

everlasting, and every day of this Advent plan has been a step in that direction. Come, Lord Jesus — and

bring the joy that will never end.

ADVENT RESPONSE · JOY

Think of the best moment of joy you have ever experienced — the one that came closest to making

you feel that life was exactly as it should be. Write it down. Then write beside it: "This was a

foretaste. Everlasting joy will crown my head." Let past joy become future hope.

PRAYER

"Lord, I hold the promise of everlasting joy today. Sorrow and sighing will flee away. Gladness and joy

will overtake me. In Your presence is fullness of joy. Let every Advent candle be an arrow pointing

toward that fullness. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."



Journal prompt: What is the best moment of joy you have ever experienced? What did it feel like — and how

does it function as a foretaste of the "everlasting joy" Isaiah promises?

"Six days of Joy. Its unshakeable root in the Lord, not in circumstances. The angel's

announcement to those who least expected it. Joy that survives the night of grief. Joy that

encompasses the whole world. The full measure Jesus specifically desires for you. And

everlasting joy — the joy that will never end. Three candles burn. One week remains."

— End of Week Three · The Candle of Joy

Week Four · Purple Candle · Days 19–24 · Dec 19–24

The Candle of Love
The fourth Advent candle is purple again — and its theme is Love: the love that set everything

in motion, the love that entered the world in a stable, the love that refused to stop at the cross,

the love from which nothing can separate us. This is the week that answers every prior

question: why the hope, the peace, the joy? Because of this love. God so loved the world.

December 19 · Love · Its Nature

God Is Love — The Most Foundational Sentence in Scripture
1 John 4:7–12 · Jeremiah 31:3 · Psalm 136

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

1 John 4:8–10 · Jeremiah 31:3

"Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love

among us: he sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love:

not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins." · "I

have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

"God is love" — three words that contain the whole of the Advent story. Not "God has love" as one quality

among many. Not "God shows love occasionally when conditions are right." God is love — it is His very



nature, the most fundamental truth about who He is. Everything He does flows from this nature: creation

was an act of love, covenant was an act of love, and the Incarnation — God taking on flesh — is the

supreme act of love in the history of the universe.

Jeremiah 31:3 gives the love its temporal scope: "everlasting love." The Hebrew word is ■ôl■m — from

beyond the horizon of the past to beyond the horizon of the future. God's love for you did not begin when

you responded to the gospel. It began before time. It was already working in the darkness of the world

before the star appeared over Bethlehem. Everlasting love is the frame within which the Christmas story is

told.

Psalm 136 repeats a single refrain twenty-six times: "His love endures forever." Every act of God in history

— creation, the exodus, the wilderness — is narrated as an expression of the same enduring love. The

Advent story is simply the latest chapter in a love that has been enduring from the beginning. Each

repetition of the refrain is an act of theological stubbornness: whatever else changes, whatever darkness

comes, this does not change. His love endures forever.

ADVENT RESPONSE · LOVE

Read Psalm 136 aloud today — or at least the refrain: "His love endures forever." Say it twenty-six

times. Let the repetition become a practice of the heart, not just the voice. Let it settle into a

certainty: this does not change. His love endures.

PRAYER

"God who is love — I receive the love that was there before I existed, that drew me with unfailing

kindness, that sent Your Son into the world so that I might live through Him. Not because I loved You

first, but because You loved first — and kept loving. His love endures forever. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What would change in your daily life if you truly, experientially believed in an everlasting love

that preceded your existence and will outlast your failures?



December 20 · Love · Its Cost

God So Loved — The Measure of the Gift
John 3:16–17 · Romans 5:8 · 1 John 3:16

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

John 3:16 · Romans 5:8

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall

not perish but have eternal life." · "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were

still sinners, Christ died for us."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

John 3:16 may be the most quoted verse in the Bible — and this familiarity is its greatest danger. Read it

as if for the first time, word by word. "God" — the eternal, self-sufficient, all-powerful Creator. "So loved" —

with this quality and intensity of love. "The world" — not the worthy, not the religious, not the deserving.

The world. "That he gave" — not lending, not demonstrating at a safe distance, but actually giving. "His

one and only Son" — not an ambassador, not an angel. His Son.

Romans 5:8 specifies the timing: "while we were still sinners." The love that sent Jesus into the world at

Christmas was not love in response to human improvement or religious effort. It was love directed at

enemies — love that moved first, before the recipients had done anything to deserve it. God moved

toward us when every reasonable accounting would have justified His moving away.

The manger holds the measure of this love. Not a comfortable love, not a love that maintained dignity or

distance. A love that lay in a feeding trough in occupied Judea, that was cold and dependent and fragile,

that would grow up to die for the people who rejected Him. This is the fourth candle's light: the love that

counted no cost too great, that gave the only gift equal to the need.

ADVENT RESPONSE · LOVE

Read John 3:16 one word at a time today — pausing between each word to receive it. "God"

[pause]. "So" [pause]. "Loved" [pause]. "The world" [pause]... Let each word land fully before the

next one arrives. Five minutes of the most important sentence ever written.

PRAYER

"God, You so loved the world — You so loved me. While I was still a sinner, while I had done nothing to

deserve it, You gave Your Son. I cannot match the love. I can only receive it and be changed by it. Let the

manger be the measure of how much I am loved. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."



Journal prompt: If you had to explain John 3:16 to someone who had never heard it — in your own words,

from your own experience — what would you say?

December 21 · Love · Its Permanence

Nothing Can Separate — Love That Cannot Be Undone
Romans 8:35–39 · Isaiah 54:10 · Song of Songs 8:6

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Romans 8:38–39 · Isaiah 54:10

"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor

the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." · "Though the mountains be

shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of

peace be removed, says the Lord, who has compassion on you."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

December 21 is the winter solstice in the Northern Hemisphere — the longest night of the year, the

deepest darkness before the light begins its slow return. There is something profoundly fitting about

reading Romans 8:38–39 on the longest night: nothing in all creation can separate you from the love of

God in Christ Jesus. Not the darkness. Not the cold. Not the length of the night.

Paul's list of potential separating forces is exhaustive by design — he is trying to think of everything, and

finding that nothing qualifies. Death cannot do it. Life cannot do it. The supernatural powers cannot do it.

The present moment and the future — cannot do it. Height and depth — the full range of spatial possibility

— cannot do it. "Anything else in all creation" — a final catch-all — cannot do it.

Isaiah 54:10 makes the same claim in the most physically dramatic language available: even if mountains

shake and hills are removed — the geological structures that are the Old Testament's image of

permanence — the unfailing love of God will not be shaken. The physical universe might dissolve before

God's love for you gives way. This is the love the fourth candle burns for. Light that the darkness has

never overcome, and never will.

ADVENT RESPONSE · LOVE

On the longest night: light a candle. Sit in the dark for a moment first. Then let the light appear. Say:

"Nothing can separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus." Let the flame be your declaration

against the longest night. The light always returns.



PRAYER

"Lord, on the longest night I speak the most permanent truth: nothing can separate me from Your love.

Not the darkness, not the length of the night, not the mountains shaking, not anything in all creation. Your

unfailing love will not be shaken. I hold on — to the love that holds me. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What in your life most tempts you to feel separated from God's love — what circumstances,

sins, or doubts make it feel distant? Speak Romans 8:38–39 specifically over that thing today.

December 22 · Love · Received and Given

We Love Because He First Loved — Love in Circulation
1 John 4:19–21 · John 13:34–35 · 1 Corinthians 13:4–8

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

1 John 4:19 · John 13:34–35

"We love because he first loved us." · "A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved

you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love

one another."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

"We love because he first loved us" — this six-word sentence is the entire theology of Christian love in

miniature. Human love is not self-generated. It is derivative. It flows from having received. The person who

lives from the constant awareness of being loved by God — unconditionally, everlastingly, at great cost —

has a source to draw from that does not run dry, that does not depend on the lovableness of the person

being loved.

Jesus gives His disciples a "new command" in John 13: love one another as He has loved them. The

standard is not natural human affection, which is contingent and selective. The standard is the way He

loves: washing feet, bearing burdens, giving life. And the sign that this standard has been met is public:

"by this everyone will know that you are my disciples." The Church's love for one another is the

continuation of the same love that appeared at Bethlehem.

Three days before Christmas, this is the Advent call: to love the people in your immediate life the way

Christ loves — without waiting to feel it, without requiring them to deserve it, drawing not from your own

reserves but from the overflow of having received the everlasting love of God. You love because He first

loved. The love is already there. It just needs to move.



ADVENT RESPONSE · LOVE

Choose one specific act of love today — not a feeling, an act. Something that costs you something:

time, pride, money, comfort. Do it for someone who may not deserve it or may not reciprocate. Do it

as an act of Advent love: received from God and passed forward.

PRAYER

"Lord, I love because You first loved me. Fill me with the overflow of Your love so that what I give to

others today comes from Your supply, not mine. Show me the specific act of love You are calling me to

before Christmas. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: Who in your immediate world most needs to receive love from you this Christmas? What

would it look like to love them "as He has loved you" — not based on their deserving it, but based on the love

you have received?

December 23 · Love · Its Promise

Emmanuel — God With Us, The Love That Closes the Distance
Isaiah 7:14 · Matthew 1:22–23 · Revelation 21:3

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Isaiah 7:14 · Matthew 1:22–23

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and

will call him Immanuel." · "All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet:

'The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel' (which means

'God with us')."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Emmanuel. The name that is not a description but an event. Not "God is generally supportive of us" or

"God watches over humanity from a safe distance." Emmanuel: God with us. The preposition is the

theology. Not God above us, not God for us in principle, not God in the abstract — but God with us, in the

specific, bodily, historical sense of the word "with." The distance between Creator and creation, opened at

the Fall, closed permanently at Bethlehem.

Isaiah 7:14 speaks this promise into a political crisis — Ahaz, king of Judah, is threatened by an alliance of

enemies and is paralysed with fear. God's response to a king trembling with geopolitical anxiety is a

promise: a child will be born, and His name will be Emmanuel. The name of the child answers the anxiety

of the king: whatever threatens you, God is with you. The promise of the Incarnation is first spoken to a



frightened person in a frightening situation. It always is.

Revelation 21:3 shows the name's final fulfilment: "God's dwelling place is now among the people, and he

will dwell with them." The Emmanuel promise will reach its ultimate expression in the new creation — not a

temporary sojourn in human flesh but a permanent dwelling with His people, forever. The Incarnation is

not a detour in God's story. It is the beginning of His final plan: to be with His creation, undivided, undying,

without end. Emmanuel — forever.

ADVENT RESPONSE · LOVE

Spend time today simply being with God — not asking, not requesting, not even praising. Just being

with. Emmanuel: God with us. Practice the reciprocal: you with God. Ten minutes of simply being

present to the One who is present to you.

PRAYER

"Emmanuel — God with us. With me. Right here, right now, in this specific December, in this specific life.

The distance has been closed. You came all the way to be with us — to be with me. I receive the gift of

Your presence today. Emmanuel, forever. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: What does "God with us" mean for your specific situation this December? Not in general — in

the particular fear, grief, joy, or confusion of your actual life right now?

December 24 · Love · Christmas Eve

The Night Before — Waiting in the Dark One Last Time
Luke 2:1–7 · Micah 5:2 · Hebrews 1:1–3

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

Luke 2:1–7

"In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman

world… So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the

town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with

Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the

time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in

cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION



Luke 2 is the most understated account of the most important event in human history. A census. A

journey. A town full of travellers. No room. A manger. The eternal Son of God enters the world in the kind

of circumstances reserved for the most overlooked people in the most overlooked places. Caesar

Augustus, issuing his census decree in Rome's marble halls, has no idea that he is serving as the

instrument of a prophecy made seven centuries earlier — that the ruler of Israel would be born in

Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).

Christmas Eve is the night before. In liturgical tradition it is still Advent — the waiting is not quite over. The

child has not yet been born in Luke's timeline; the decree has just been issued, the journey is just

beginning. This is the night of maximum tension in the Advent story: everything is in motion, the

prophecies are about to converge, and no one yet knows what is about to happen in that stable.

Hebrews 1:1–3 gives the cosmic framing: "In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of

God's glory and the exact representation of his being." The One born in the manger is the radiance of

God's glory. Caesar does not know that the child whose birth he has unwittingly arranged is the heir of all

things, including the empire that Augustus rules. Christmas Eve: the night before the universe changed.

ADVENT RESPONSE · CHRISTMAS EVE

Tonight, light all four Advent candles — Hope, Peace, Joy, Love — and sit in their light. Read Luke

2:1–7 aloud. Let the twenty-four days of waiting collect behind you. The morning is coming. Be still

and wait one more night. The radiance of God's glory is almost here.

PRAYER

"Lord, I wait one more night. All four candles burn. The journey is almost over — for Mary and Joseph,

and for us. The ruler of all things is coming, wrapped in the most ordinary of circumstances. Come, Lord

Jesus. The darkness is almost over. Come. Amen."

Journal prompt: Looking back over 24 days of Advent — of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love — what has shifted in

you? What are you bringing to the manger tomorrow that you did not carry on December 1?

"Six days of Love — and Christmas Eve. The love that is God's very nature. The love measured

by the gift of the Son. The love from which nothing can separate. The love received and given

forward. Emmanuel, God with us. And the night before, with all four candles burning. One day

remains. One candle yet to be lit."

— End of Week Four · The Candle of Love



December 25 · The Christ Candle · White or Gold

Glory to God in the Highest
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of

the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth."

December 25 · The Christ Candle · Christmas Day

The Word Made Flesh — The Advent Answer
John 1:1–18 · Isaiah 9:6 · Luke 2:10–14

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

John 1:1–5, 14

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with

God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has

been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it… The Word became flesh and made his dwelling

among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full

of grace and truth."

New International Version (NIV)

REFLECTION

Twenty-five days of Advent converge on this single sentence: "The Word became flesh and made his

dwelling among us." Every prophet who spoke a word of hope into exile, every watchman who scanned

the dark horizon, every Psalm of lament that still believed in the morning, every soul that has lit a candle in

December and prayed "come, Lord Jesus" — all of it arrives here. The Word became flesh. Not a

metaphor. Not a symbol. Flesh.

"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." John writes this in the past tense

— the light has already been shining, has been shining from before the world began, and no darkness has

extinguished it. The darkness of the stable could not extinguish it. The darkness of Good Friday could not

extinguish it. And the darkness of every December since — every grief, every fear, every long night of

Advent waiting — has not overcome it either.

"Full of grace and truth" — this is the character of the One who arrives. Not grace without truth, which is

sentimentality. Not truth without grace, which is severity. Grace and truth together, in the perfect



proportion that only the Son of God could embody. The whole of Advent — the Hope that would not lie, the

Peace that was costly, the Joy that survived suffering, the Love that closed all distance — is summed up

in these four words: full of grace and truth.

CHRISTMAS RESPONSE

Light all five candles today — Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, and the white or gold Christ candle in the

centre. Watch the light. Read John 1:14 aloud: "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling

among us." Let the twenty-five days of Advent collect behind this single sentence. Receive it.

Rejoice. And carry the light forward into the new year.

PRAYER

"Word made flesh — You came. Into the darkness, into the cold, into the ordinary and the overlooked,

You came. Full of grace and truth. The light that the darkness has never overcome. I receive You today —

not as a story but as a Person, not as history but as a living Lord. Hope has a face. Peace has a name.

Joy has a birthday. Love has arrived. Glory to God in the highest — and on earth, peace. Come, Lord

Jesus. Amen."

Journal prompt: The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. What does that mean for your

specific life, in the specific year that is ending? Write one sentence about what this Christmas carries that no

previous Christmas has carried — what you have understood, or received, or resolved, that is new.

"The Word became flesh. The light shines in the darkness. The darkness has not overcome it. All

five candles burn. The Advent is over — and the life in Christ that Advent points to has just

begun. Carry the light."

— Christmas Day · The End of Advent · The Beginning of Everything

"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,

the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and

truth."

John 1:14 (NIV)

Carry the light into the new year



Advent ends, but the One it prepared you to receive does not leave with the season. The Christ candle

burns year-round — in your heart, in your community, in every act of hope, peace, joy, and love you carry

into the world He came to restore.

Begin January with the Promises of God plan — because the One who arrived at Bethlehem brought

every promise of God with Him, sealed in His own flesh and blood. The Advent story continues in every

covenant He keeps.

"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it." — John 1:5 (NIV)
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