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Hope is not optimism. Optimism looks at circumstances and calculates a favorable outcome. Hope looks past
circumstances entirely and rests its weight on a promise. Biblical hope is not the thin, wishing kind — not the “I
hope it doesn't rain” kind. It is the anchor kind. The kind that holds when the storm is at full force and you cannot
see the shore and every reasonable voiceis telling you to let go.

Scripture calls hope an anchor for the soul, firm and steadfast. It callsit aliving hope. It calls it the expectation of
what God has promised, and then it lists what God has promised: a future, a resurrection, an inheritance
incorruptible, a city whose builder and maker is God. This is not wishful thinking dressed in religious language.
This is the confident expectation of someone who has read the end of the story and knows that the Author keeps
Hisword.

These seventy verses come from both testaments, from the mountaintops and from the valleys, from kings and
from exiles, from psalmists in caves and apostles in prison. Together they tell the same story: the God who made
you has not abandoned you, the story is not over, and what He has promised, He will do.

Read them slowly. L et them anchor you exactly whereyou are.

HOPE THAT DOESNOT DISAPPOINT

The foundation. God' s hope is not uncertain —it is secured by His character and by the Spirit He has already given.

1
ROMANS 5:3-5

“We also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance,
character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been
poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

Hope is not where the journey begins here — it is where the journey arrives. The path runs through tribulation and
perseverance and character first. And the hope at the end of that road is certified: it does not disappoint. The guarantee
isnot afeeling. It isthe Holy Spirit, already given, already present, already pouring love into the place where doubt
likes to settle.

2
JEREMIAH 29:11

“For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a
future and a hope.”

Spoken to exiles. To people whose city had been destroyed, whose world had collapsed. God says: | have not stopped thinking
about you, and what | am thinking is peace. The future still exists. | planned it for you.

3
LAMENTATIONS 3:24

“The Lord ismy portion,” says my soul, ‘therefore | hope in Him!”

Thisis Jeremiah writing from the rubble of Jerusalem. He has seen everything fail. And yet he finds one thing that has not: the
Lord Himself. When God is your portion — your foundational inheritance — hopeis not afeeling. Itisalogica conclusion.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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4
HEBREWS 6:19

“ This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the
veil.”

Ancient anchors did not hold ships to the bottom of the sea. They held them to afixed point. Christian hope anchors you not to
the ground beneath you but to the throne above you — to the presence of God Himself. That is afixed point nothing can move.

5
ROMANS 15:13

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.”

God is called the God of hope — not merely the God who gives hope, but the one whose very nature generatesit. And the hope

He givesisnot thin. It abounds. It is the overflow of joy and peace, produced not by effort but by the Spirit’s power at work
within.

WAITING ON THE LORD

The psalms know what it isto wait. And they know what waiting on God produces.

6
PSALM 27:13-14

“| would have lost heart, unless | had believed that | would see the goodness of the Lord in the land of
the living. Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, | say, on
the Lord!”

The psalmist admits how close he came to losing heart. He does not pretend the waiting is easy. But he held to one
thing: | will see the goodness of God — not only in heaven, but here, in the land of the living. That one conviction was
enough to keep him standing. Wait, | say. The repetition is not poetry. It is the voice of someone who knows you will
be tempted to stop.

7
ISAIAH 40:31

“ But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall
run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”

Notice the sequence: mount, run, walk. It ends with the hardest one. Anyone can soar in the exceptional moments. The miracle of
hope is the person who keeps walking on ordinary days, month after ordinary month, fainting at nothing.

8
PSALM 130:5

“| wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in Hisword | do hope.”

The soul waits and the hope rests in His word — not in circumstances, not in signs, not in feelings. The word of God is the fixed
thing to which hope ties itself while everything else shifts.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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9
PSALM 33:18-20

“ Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who hope in His mercy, to deliver their soul from
death... Our soul waits for the Lord; Heisour help and our shield.”

The eye of the Lord does not wander. It is on you — on those who hope in His mercy. The waiting is not abandoned waiting. It is
watched waiting. Y ou are not invisible in your struggle. He sees.

10
MICAH 7:7

“Therefore | will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me.”

Three short declarations of a man who has chosen his posture: | will ook, | will wait, He will hear. Thisis not emotion. Itis
decision. Hope is often the decision to keep your eyes in the right direction when everything around you is pulling your gaze
down.

A LIVING HOPE

The resurrection changed everything about what hope can mean. It became alive.

11
1PETER 1:3

“ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has
begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

A living hope. Not awish, not atheory, not a comforting idea. Something alive because the Oneit rests onisdive.
The resurrection of Jesus did not merely prove something about the afterlife. It became the ground on which every
other Christian hope now stands. If He is risen, nothing He promised can fail.

12
COLOSSIANS 1:27

“...Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

The mystery Paul says was hidden for agesis this: Christ not above you or beside you but in you. And thisindwelling Christ is
the hope of glory — the guarantee that what God has promised at the end is already present within you now, waiting to be
revealed.

13
1 CORINTHIANS 15:19-20

“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. But now Christ isrisen fromthe
dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

Paul concedes the point: if the resurrection is amyth, Christian hope is pathetic. But then the pivot — But now. Heisrisen. The

firstfruits have comein. The full harvest is therefore certain. Death is not the final word for anyone connected to the One who
walked out of the tomb.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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14
TITUS2:13

“ ...looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”

The Christian life is described as looking. Not as striving to earn something, not as anxiously defending a position. As looking.
The posture of expectation — like someone watching the horizon for a ship they are sure is coming.

15
ROMANS 8:24-25

“ For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope... But if we hope for what we do not see, we
eagerly wait for it with perseverance.”

Paul makes hope honest: you cannot hope for what you aready hold. The not-yet-nessis not a weakness of Christian faith. It is
the definition of Christian hope. And the response to that not-yet is not anxiety but eager, persevering expectation.

HOPE IN THE DARK PLACES

Scripture does not ask you to pretend the valley is not dark. It asks you to remember who is walking through it with you.

16
LAMENTATIONS 3:21-23

“This| recall to my mind, therefore | have hope: through the Lord’ s mercies we are not consumed,
because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.”

The most celebrated declaration of hopein all of Scripture was written sitting in the ruins of a destroyed city. Jeremiah
chose to recall. Hope, here, is an act of memory — deliberately calling to mind what God is rather than staring at what
the world has become. His compassions are new. Not |eftover. Not depleted. New, this morning, for this day, for this
ruin.

17
PSALM 42:11

“Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for | shall yet praise
Him, the help of my countenance and my God.”

The psalmist interrogates his own soul. He does not suppress the despair — he addresses it directly and talks it toward hope. |
shall yet praise Him. The yet is everything. Not praising now. But the future tense is a declaration of certainty, not a wish.

18
PSALM 34:18

“The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit.”

Near — not distant, not watching from far off. The God of all power draws closest in the moments of greatest brokenness. The
broken place, it turns out, is not where God is absent. It is often where He is most near.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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19
ISAIAH 41:10

“ Fear not, for | amwith you; be not dismayed, for | amyour God. | will strengthen you, yes, | will help you, | will
uphold you with My righteous right hand.”

Five first-person promisesin asingle verse. | am with you. | am your God. | will strengthen. | will help. | will uphold. The
ground of hope is never a changed circumstance. It is the unchanging “I will” of God.

20
PSALM 46:1-2

“ God isour refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, even though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.”

Therefore we will not fear. Thelogic is not: things are not that bad. The logic is: God is here, so even aworld falling apart cannot
undo us. Hope is not the belief that nothing bad will happen. It is the certainty that nothing can happen that God cannot hold you
through.

HOPE AND THE PROMISES OF GOD

Hope has no foundation more solid than the promises of a God who cannot lie.

21
2 CORINTHIANS 1:20

“For all the promises of God in Himare Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.”

Not some of the promises. All of them. In Christ, every promise God has made reachesits Yes. The Amen isthe
confirmation — so be it, it is settled, it stands. Every promise you have ever read in Scripture was already answered in
Christ before you arrived at your need.

22
NUMBERS 23:19

“ God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or
has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”

The rhetorical questions are meant to be answered: Of course He will do it. Of course He will make it good. The God who cannot
lie has spoken. The impossibility of divine deception is the bedrock on which every hope rests.

23
HEBREWS 10:23

“ Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful .”

The reason to hold fast is not our grip. It is His faithfulness. We hold the confession; He holds the promise. And He has never
once let apromise dlip.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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24
ISAIAH 46:10-11

“...My counsel shall stand, and | will do all My pleasure... Indeed | have spoken it; | will also bring it to pass. |
have purposed it; | will also doit.”

The God who declares the end from the beginning does not depend on favorable conditions to fulfill what He has said. He has
purposed it. He will do it. The certainty is His, and it becomes ours when we choose to rest in it.

25
ROMANS 4:18

“Who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was
spoken, ‘ So shall your descendants be.””

Abraham hoped against hope. Every natural indicator said: impossible. He was too old; Sarah was barren. And yet he believed

the spoken word. Thisis the pattern of biblical hope — it does not wait for circumstances to become favorable. It trusts the
Speaker.

HOPE AND THE FUTURE

The Christian’s future is not uncertain. It is prepared.

26
JOHN 14:2-3

“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a
place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to Myself;
that where | am, there you may be also.”

Jesus says two things that matter equally here: | am preparing a place, and | am coming back for you. The future is not
an open question awaiting resolution. It is aroom being made ready by the Son of God Himself.

27
1PETER 1:4

“...to aninheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.”

Three negatives that describe what your inheritance isimmune to: corruption, defilement, fading. Everything you can hold in
your hands right now is susceptible to all three. What God has reserved for you is not. It is being kept — actively, securely — ina
place nothing can reach.

28
ROMANS 8:18

“For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed
inus.”

Paul has ascalein hismind, and he has placed present suffering on one side and coming glory on the other. His conclusion is not
that the suffering is small. It isthat the glory is so vast that the comparison cannot even be made fairly.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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29
REVELATION 21:4

“ And God will wipe away every tear fromtheir eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

Thisisthe destination of all Christian hope. Not merely heaven as a place, but God wiping tears personally — tenderly, with His
own hand — from every face. The former things: all the categories of suffering that have marked every human life. Passed away.
Permanently.

30
PHILIPPIANS 3:20-21

“For our citizenship isin heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body.”

Citizens abroad live in a country that is not their permanent home. They hold the values of somewhere else; they are waiting for
someone to come and bring them back. This s the posture of Christian hope — eagerly, not anxiously, not impatiently —
waiting.

HOPE WHEN EVERYTHING HASFAILED

The God of hope is most clearly seen by those who have nothing left to hope in but Him.

31
JOB 13:15

“Though He slay me, yet will | trust Him.”

This s perhaps the most audacious statement of hopein all of Scripture. Job has lost everything — children, wealth,
health, the comfort of his friends. He does not understand what is happening. He is not pretending it is fine. And yet:
yet will | trust Him. Hope at this depth has no natural explanation. It isawork of grace in a soul that has decided God
isworth trusting even when He cannot be understood.

32
HABAKKUK 3:17-18

“Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines... yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will joy in the God
of my salvation.”

The prophet lists every category of agricultural failure — total economic collapsein an agrarian world. And then: yet. That word
carries the weight of the whole passage. Joy not in what God has given, but in who God is. Thisis hope that cannot be taken away
because it is not tied to anything that can be removed.

33
PSALM 71:14

“But | will hope continually, and will praise You yet more and more.”

Continually. Not when things improve. Not when the answer comes. Continually — as a posture, as a practice, as the ground on
which lifeislived regardless of what the day brings.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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34
ISAIAH 43:2

“When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When
you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch you.”

Notice what God does not promise: that you will avoid the waters and the fire. He promises presence through them. The hopeis
not exemption from suffering. It is the God of the universe walking through it beside you, ensuring it does not overwhelm you.

HOPE ASARMOR

Paul understood hope not as a feeling but as a piece of protection — something you put on.

35
1 THESSALONIANS5:8

“ But let uswho are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet
the hope of salvation.”

A helmet protects the mind — the seat of thought, imagination, and interpretation. The hope of salvation, worn as a
helmet, guards the way you think about everything that happens to you. It keeps catastrophe from becoming the final
word. It keeps suffering from becoming meaningless.

36
ROMANS 8:28

“ And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according
to His purpose.”

All things. Not the good things only. Not the things that seem clearly beneficial. All of them — including the ones that ook, from
where you are standing, like pure loss. The hope is not that everything will feel good. It isthat God is working, and what God
works always moves toward good for those He loves.

37
ISAIAH 26:3

“You will keep himin perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trustsin You.”

The mind stayed on God — not occasionally visiting but resting there. And the result: perfect peace. The Hebrew is shalom
shalom — the word doubled for emphasis, peace upon peace. Thisiswhat hope does when it is properly anchored.

38
PHILIPPIANS 4:7

“ And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.”

This peace is not produced by understanding the situation. It surpasses understanding. It guards the heart even when the mind
cannot resolve the confusion. Hope trusts what reason has not yet caught up to.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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39
PROVERBS 23:18

“For surely there is a hereafter, and your hope will not be cut off.”

Y our hope will not be cut off. It can be deferred, delayed, tested, stretched — but the word of God says it will not be severed.
Thereis always a hereafter. The story always has more pages.

HOPE IN THE PSALMS

The psalms are the prayer book of those learning to hope — honest about despair, anchored to God.

40
PSALM 31:24

“ Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart, all you who hope in the Lord.”

The strength does not come before the courage. The courage comes first — the decision to stand even when you feel
weak — and the strengthening follows. God honors the hope that holds on before the reinforcement arrives.

41
PSALM 119:114

“You are my hiding place and my shield; | hopein Your word.”

Two images of protection — hiding place and shield — and one source of hope: the word. Not the feeling of God’ s nearness, not
the evidence of answered prayer. The word. Thisis hope that can survive drought because it does not depend on what you sense
but on what God has said.

42
PSALM 147:11

“The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy.”

God takes pleasure in hope. Y our choice to hope in His mercy — to trust what you cannot see, to rest in what you do not yet hold
— isnot a private discipline. It delights the heart of God.

43
PSALM 39:7

“ And now, Lord, what do | wait for? My hopeisin You.”
After surveying the brevity of life and the uncertainty of everything human, the psalmist arrives at one clear answer: You. Not a

plan, not aresolution, not a better strategy. Y ou. Hope that has been stripped of every other attachment finally finds its true
object.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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44
PSALM 62:5

“My soul, wait silently for God alone, for my expectation is from Him.”

Silently — not demanding, not forcing atimeline, not filling the silence with anxious noise. And from Him alone — not from
improved circumstances or human help or personal strength. The expectation is placed entirely in one place and |eft there quietly.

HOPE AND THE SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is not merely the Comforter. He is the one who keeps hope alive within us.

45
ROMANS 8:26-27

“ Likewise the Spirit also helpsin our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for aswe
ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”

There are moments when hope has collapsed so completely that you do not even know what to ask for. The Spirit
enters those moments not with instructions but with intercession. He praysin us and through us when we have no
words. You are never beyond the reach of prayer because the Spirit is always praying.

46
GALATIANS5:5

“For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.”

The waiting is done through the Spirit — it is not self-generated endurance. The Spirit is what makes the eager waiting possible
when natural strength would have given up long before.

47
EZEKIEL 37:14

“1 will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I, the
Lord, have spoken it and performed it.”

Spoken to avalley of dry bones. The most hopel ess image imaginable — long dead, bleached, scattered. And God says: | will put
My Spirit in you and you shall live. Thisis what God does with the dead places. He speaks into them, and they breathe.

48
JOEL 2:28

“ And it shall come to pass afterward that | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.”

Old men dreaming dreams. Y oung men seeing visions. The Spirit does not |eave the future empty — Hefillsit. Hopeisthe
Spirit’ s native territory, and He plantsit in every generation He touches.

HOPE THROUGH SUFFERING

Biblical hope was never born in comfort. Its deepest expressions came from people in the middle of the hardest things.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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49
2 CORINTHIANS 4:17-18

“For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them
all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but
what is unseen is eternal.”

Light and momentary. Paul wrote those words from alife that included shipwrecks, beatings, imprisonments, and
sleepless nights. He was not minimizing suffering. He was setting it beside something of infinite weight, and the
comparison revealed its proportionate size. The unseen is where hope lives — and what is unseen is eternal.

50
JAMES 1:24

“Count it all joy when you fall into varioustrials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let
patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”

Count it joy — not feel it asjoy, but reckon it, assessit rightly. Thetrial is not the worst thing that could happen. What it is
producing — patience, wholeness, completeness — is priceless. Hope sees what suffering is making rather than only what it is
taking.

51
1PETER5:10

“ But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.”

After you have suffered awhile. The suffering is named and acknowledged, not bypassed. And then four verbs: perfect, establish,
strengthen, settle. Thisiswhat God is doing in the while. Heis not absent during it. He is working.

52
PSALM 126:5-6

“Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping, bearing seed for sowing, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”

Doubtless. The harvest of joy is not uncertain — it is doubtless. The tears are not wasted. They water the seeds of a harvest that is
aready determined. The one who sows weeping will come back singing. Hold on.

HOPE THAT TRANSFORMSHOW WE LIVE

Hope is not only about what lies ahead. It changes what we do right now.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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53
1JOHN 3:2-3

“ Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we
know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see HimasHeis. And everyone who
has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as Heis pure.”

Hope has moral weight. The certain expectation of seeing Christ as He is— and becoming like Him in that seeing —
produces holiness now. Thisis not duty-driven religion. It is the natural movement of a heart oriented toward the
beautiful.

54
HEBREWS11:1

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Faith and hope are not the same thing, but they are inseparable. Hope is what we are moving toward; faith is the substance that
makes it real beforeit arrives. The life of hope is not passive. It acts on what it cannot yet see, because it trusts the One who has
aready seenit.

55
PROVERBS 13:12

“ Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but when the desire comes, it is a tree of life.”

Scripture acknowledges what the delay of hope does to a person. It does not tell you to pretend you do not feel it. But it also
names what fulfilled hope becomes — atree of life. The waiting isreal. So isthe arriving.

56
COLOSSIANS 3:1-2

“1f then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of
God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”

The future shapes the present. Because you are raised with Christ, because your life is hidden with Him in God, you live oriented
toward what is above. Hope is not escapism. It is the most realistic view of the universe available, because it accounts for the
dimension most people are ignoring.

HOPE FOR A NEW BEGINNING

God is a God of hew beginnings. No story Heiswriting ends in the place you think it will.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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57
ISAIAH 43:18-19

“ Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, | will do a new thing,
now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? | will even make a road in the wilderness and riversin
the desert.”

God tells His people not to be so fixed on the past that they miss what He is doing now. The new thing is springing —
present tense, emerging right now. The road in the wilderness does not wait for the wilderness to become a garden. It
appears in the wilderness, asit is. Thisis how God works.

58
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

“ Therefore, if anyoneisin Christ, heisa new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have
become new.”

The new creation is not a project for later. It is the present reality of anyone in Christ. The old has gone. What faces you today is
not the verdict of who you were. Y ou are a new thing, made by God, and His new things do not revert.

59
EZEKIEL 36:26

“1 will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; | will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh.”

The problem was not behavior. It was the stone at the center. God does not ask you to try harder. He performs surgery —
removes the stone, replaces it with something living. Thisis the hope of transformation: not reformation but resurrection at the
center of your being.

60
JOEL 2:25

“So | will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten.”

The locust years — the seasons that devoured what should have grown, that consumed what was meant to last. God says: | will
restore them. He is not limited by what was lost. He is the God who gives back years. No ruin istoo extensive for His restoration.

THE FINAL HOPE

Scripture ends not with a warning but with an invitation. The hope that opened the story is till standing at the last page.

61
REVELATION 21:1-3

“Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth... And | heard a loud voice from heaven saying, ‘ Behold,
the tabernacle of God iswith men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God
Himself will be with them and be their God.””

Thefinal hopeis not aplace— it is a presence. God with His people. Not sending messages from a distance, not
communicating through intermediaries, but dwelling, present, personally and permanently among the people He made
and redeemed and kept. Thisis where all the hope points.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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62
1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-14

“But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others
who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who
sleep in Jesus.”

Paul does not forbid grief. He forbids hopel ess grief — the sorrow of those for whom the story is over. For believers, it is not
over. The same resurrection that raised Jesus will bring every sleeping saint with Him. Death is not the end of the relationship. It
isaparenthesisinside it.

63
JOHN 11:25-26

“ Jesus said to her, ‘| amthe resurrection and the life. He who believesin Me, though he may die, he shall live. And
whoever lives and believesin Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

Standing at atomb, Jesus does not offer sympathy only. He offers Himself. He does not say He has the power over death. He says
Heisthe resurrection. And then He turns and asks the most important question in the passage: Do you believe this?

64
ISAIAH 25:8

“He will swallow up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces; the rebuke of His people
He will take away from all the earth; for the Lord has spoken.”

Swallow up death forever. Not defeat it temporarily, not contain it for a season. Swallow it — permanently, completely. Thisis
the horizon of hope: a universe from which death has been entirely removed. The Lord has spoken. Which means it will happen.

HOPE FOR EVERYONE

The invitation of hope has never been limited to the worthy. It has always been extended to the willing.

65
ISAIAH 55:1

“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat. Yes,
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.”

Everyone. No qualifications listed after that word. Y ou who have no money — no spiritual currency, no moral credit,
no accumul ated goodness to offer. Come anyway. The price has been paid by Someone else. Hope in God is not
earned. It isreceived — by the thirsty, from the One who has more than enough to give.

66
PSALM 22:24

“For He has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither has He hidden His face from him; but
when he cried to Him, He heard.”

The afflicted cry is heard. Not filtered, not evaluated for worthiness first, not placed in a queue. When the afflicted one cried, God
heard. Thisisthe testimony of those who have cried from their worst places and found a God who did not look away.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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67
MATTHEW 11:28

“ Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.”

Theinvitation goes to the ones who are exhausted. Not the energetic, not the spiritually strong, not the ones who have their lives
together. The heavy-laden. The prerequisite for receiving thisrest is carrying too much. Which means almost everyone qualifies.

68
PSALM 9:18

“For the needy shall not always be forgotten; the expectation of the poor shall not perish forever.”
Not always forgotten. Not perish forever. The double negative is a guarantee: your expectation, your hope, will not be

extinguished. The poor in spirit, the needy in soul, the ones who have exhausted every other resource — their hope is the one God
specifically promises to protect.

THE INVITATION STILL STANDS

Fromthe first promise to the last page, the arms of God have never closed.

69
PSALM 71:5

“For You are my hope, O Lord God; You are my trust from my youth.”

My hope, O Lord — not a hope, not one of many. Mine, and Y ours. The relationship is personal and longstanding.
The psalmist traces the hope back to youth — to the beginning, to the moment the thread was first held. God has been
the hope all along. He will be the hope till.

70

REVELATION 22:20

“He who testifies to these things says, ‘ Surely | am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus!”

The final word of Scriptureishopein its purest form — aprayer facing the future. Christ says: | am coming. And the
church answers: Come. Every prayer offered in darkness, every tear wiped quietly from aface, every whispered ‘hold
on’ spoken to afailing heart — they are all moving toward this. Come, Lord Jesus. The invitation and the hope are one
and the same. And He always comes.

Seventy witnesses — a man on a dung heap choosing to trust, a prophet sitting in ruins choosing to remember, an
apostle in a dungeon choosing to sing, a valley of dry bones waiting for breath — all pointing in the same
direction:

God has not finished. The promise still stands. The anchor holds. Come what may, the One who made you
has planned a future for you that no darkness can cancel and no delay can forfeit.

The hope of Scripture is not the thin optimism of someone who has not looked at the world clearly. It is the
unshakeabl e expectation of someone who has looked at God.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢
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ACLOSINGPRAYER
Lord, | have read these words about hope.
Some of them have found places in me that needed exactly what they said.
| am not always good at waiting.
| am not always able to see beyond the present darkness.
But | am choosing, right now, to set my anchor —
not in what | feel, not in what | see,
but in who You are and what You have promised.
Be the God of hope to me today.
Fill me with joy and peacein believing,

that | may abound in hope by the power of Your Spirit.

Amen.

* May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ¢




